The belief in mindless matter as a subjective comfort zone

Reflections on the mind-body problem

In this paper, I want to argue in defence of dualism.  Whilst I do not wish to deny the wisdom of physicalist knowledge, I am hoping to show that it is only a part-truth.  The problem of a physical world and a non-tangible world can be re-united.  My arguments are to cover the following:

1. The Language Factor

· A definition of matter and immaterial

· Matter defined philosophically: ‘something cannot come out of nothing’- matter as energy

· Vitalism: connection of life and matter?

· Language as symbol manipulation; universal grammar

· Chomsky’s differentiation of ‘E’ and ‘I’- language

· Link of language to description of ‘mind’

2. Reality and Appearance

· Linguistic distinction of appearance and reality

· Perceptual error

· Knowledge as belief

3. What do Aristotle, Jesus, Buddhism and Leibniz have in common?

· Aristotle’s ‘souls’- link to Averroes

· Jesus and the ‘spirit’

· The paradox of time

· Link to Einstein’s Theory of Relativity

· Possibility of ‘atomic’ combination

· Buddhism and ‘empty space’

· Thusness, spirit and active soul

· Leibniz and the image of the two clocks

4. The Big Bang Theory

· An inflated/deflated balloon universe?

· The Anthropic Principle- the lottery example

· Limited perception of the eternal

5. Story-telling

· The likelihood of ancient and modern knowledge being linked

6. Scientists and humility

· The need for factual knowledge

· Fear of the unknown

· Plato’s Cave

· Physical death is easier

· Light/energy as a non mass

· Absolute knowledge of the final state of bliss

The ‘view from the goldfish bowl’ and Nagel’s What it’s like to be a bat: some things remain unknowable- but our eternal knowledge is the same.

Sabine Seien Molisso, June 2004.

 Just as in mathematics, all properties of a curve turn out

upon examination to be all the same property, but seen

from different aspects, so in nature, when experimental

        science is more advanced, we shall see that all phenomena,

              whether of weight, elasticity, attraction, magnetism or electricity,

  are all merely aspects of a single state.                                                            Diderot    
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