Members’ Day 2006 will be on the Philosophy of Language.  This is a huge subject of central importance, within which only occasional topics have been visited recently in Philsoc seminars.

Our four speakers, all with a keen interest in language, are amateur philosophers and fellow members of your Philosophical Society.  Be gentle!

Frank Brierley, after reading Classics and Philosophy at Cambridge, returned to philosophy a few years ago from a business career.  He has twice won the Chadwick Essay Prize.  He will introduce the day, and then give an outline of the development of the philosophy of language, drawing attention to key puzzles with which philosophers of language have grappled over the years.  

Alan Bailey studied under both J L Austin and H P Grice for his philosophy BA and B Phil at Oxford ahead of a distinguished career in the Civil Service.  He is an ex-Chairman of the Philosophical Society.  His talk will aim to justify his conviction of the importance of the philosophical study of language, which must be protected as our sole avenue to empirical and metaphysical truth, but one which can be and, in his view, has been insidiously exploited to distort our perception of reality.

Peter Townsend, having graduated in languages and linguistics, has made ‘a paying profession’ out of words, including teaching, and has an abiding interest in how language works – or not.  His talk on the ‘autonomy of language’ will consider the tricky and illuminating path Wittgenstein trod after veering away from his earlier denotational concept of language to that of  language as a form of human behaviour which is subtly linked to the world by function, usage, usefulness, custom and understanding.

Patrick Butterly became a musician and a scientist after leaving school at fifteen.  He is a fellow of the Trinity College of Music and a committee member of the Institute of Physics.  His talk will concentrate on one of the foremost topics in the philosophy of language in the last fifty years.  Metaphor has been considered to be one of the keys to unlocking the mystery of how language works, and there are a variety of theories to explain the phenomenon of metaphor.  Will Patrick be adding another?

Each of our speakers will limit himself to just half an hour, plus five minutes for questions of clarification, in order to allow plenty of time for questions, debate and controversy in the final two sessions.  The meeting will be chaired by Nigel Cowell.
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