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Two approaches
1. Why should we adopt the utilitarian view of what is good?
2. Why should we act in a moral way at all?
Approach 1
Mill says: "Actions are right in proportion as they tend to promote happiness; wrong as they tend to promote the reverse of happiness. By happiness is intended pleasure and the absence of pain." (ch.2 p10). NB:
1. Utilitarianism is concerned with actions
2. Utilitarianism is concerned with consequences
3. Utilitarians may differ over what we're trying to maximize.
4. Whose happiness we are trying to maximize?
5. Act Utilitarianism and Rule Utilitarianism.
Key advantage of utilitarianism: thinking - rationality - is at the heart of moral decision-making.
The key problems for Utilitarianism
1.        The sacrifice of the innocents.
2.
The impossible burden
3 Do the ends justify the means?
4 Are the consequences too difficult to calculate?
Conclusion to the first question: we should adopt the utilitarian view of what is good because utilitarianism enables us to make informed moral choices based on rational thought. There are difficulties to be overcome but they are not insuperable.
Approach 2: why should we act in a moral way at all?
Three unsuccessful answers:
· Mill's own "proof of utility
· universal prescriptivism
· enlightened self-interest.
Mill has the answer. Mill states that there is a powerful natural sentiment, which: "when once the general happiness is recognized as the ethical standard, will constitute the strength of the utilitarian morality. This firm foundation is that of the social feelings of mankind - the desire to be in unity with our fellow creatures... The social state is at once so natural, so necessary and so habitual to man, that he never conceives himself otherwise than as a member of a body..".
