The Philosophical Society

Why should we be good?    Sunday 8 June 2008
PROGRAMME

9.45 am
               Registration
	
PART A  - THEORY

10.00 am
Utilitarianism: 


               TOM FISHER
10.30 am              A Kantian view
                             BEN BASING
11.00 am 
Tea/Coffee

11.30 am              Virtue ethics 



 BRENDA JOHNSON
12.00 p.m               The biological approach
                               HUGH MILLAR

12.30 pm             Moral particularism

                            MICHAEL DONNAN

1.00 pm  
 Bar / Lunch


	PART B  - PRACTICE AND TOPICAL DEBATE

2.30 p.m.     Should we experiment on animals?

3.15 pm        Tea/coffee

3.45 pm
       Should we legalise euthanasia?

4.30 p.m.   Close




This is a one-day meeting organised by The Philosophical Society to be held at Rewley House, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford.  The speakers are members of the Society.  Non-members welcome.

Why should we be good?
We probably all believe we have some kind of obligation to act morally. But what is the basis for this belief? Our  presenters will address this most basic of questions from a range of  perspectives. The utilitarian believes that actions are right to the extent that they produce the greatest happiness but is there any good reason why we should try to maximise happiness? For a Kantian there is some kind of duty to “Do as you would be done by”.   For the virtue ethicist, it is moral character, rather than obligations or consequences that is the key,  whilst the biological approach will ground morality in evolutionary theory.  Finally, the moral particularist will challenge the very idea that there are any general moral rules.

In the afternoon, we put the theory into practice and debate two controversial topical issues – experiments on animals and euthanasia – from the standpoint of the theories expounded during the morning.  It all adds up to a lively and thought-provoking day.  
Suggested Reading:

Philippa  Foot:  Virtues and Vices and Other Essays in Moral Philosophy, Blackwell 1978
R.M. Hare:    Sorting out ethics, Clarendon Press 2000
Marc Hauser: Wild Minds: What Animals Really Think,  Henry Holt and Company 2000
Immanuel Kant:  The Groundwork for the Metaphysic of Morals  (Translated by H.R. Paton), Routledge 1948
Alasdair MacIntyre:  After Virtue, a study in moral theory,  Duckworth 1985
David  McNaughton: Moral Vision, Blackwell 1988  
John Stuart Mill: Utilitarianism  - included in “On Liberty and other essays” Blackwell 
  

Matt Ridley: The Origins of Virtue, Penguin 1997
 Peter Singer: Practical Ethics, Cambridge University Press 1993.
Jeremy Wisnewski: Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry (Continuum Studies in British Philosophy), 2007 

The Speakers

Tom Fisher read ancient history and philosophy at Worcester College, Oxford. He then pursued a career in local government working for several London Boroughs in various environmental management roles.  For the last seven years he has been working in a similar role as a consultant or interim manager.  In 2000 he revived his interest in philosophy first through Philosophy for All and then through the Philosophical Society.  His philosophical interest has always been the practical application of philosophy to the problems of the day.  He is also a Trustee of the Ramblers’ Association.

Ben Basing has been a Civil Servant since leaving school, moving into IT then to Project Management. Meanwhile he gained a BA Hons and BSc Hons at the Open University, studying philosophy, art history and linguistics. After 12 years as Treasurer of the British Society of Aesthetics, he continued his studies with an MA in Aesthetics & Art Theory at Middlesex University and is active  in the Philosophical Society, Philosophical Society of England and sometimes Philosophy for All.

Brenda Johnson gained a BA (Hons) degree in English Law, then worked in a variety of occupations and now finds herself back in her native Northumberland.  Her main interests are reading philosophy and trying to write poetry.  She has studied philosophy at Lancaster, Preston and Sunderland universities as well as the metaphysics online course and summer schools at Oxford.   She has twice been runner-up in the Philosophical Society’s  Chadwick prize competition.
Hugh Millar gained a degree in physics and  is interested in the public understanding of science, in information technology and, in the winter, in curling as a club sport. He served for twenty years as Head Teacher of Grange Academy in Kilmarnock, retiring from this post in 2001.   Now living in Ayr, he has  developed his interest in philosophy through the Philosophical Society and the online philosophy courses. He attended the international conference on consciousness studies, Tucson '96, and, more recently, colloquia in the Philosophy Department at Stanford University on 'Learning to Signal' and on 'Missing Constructs in Piraha Language' 
Michael Donnan graduated in chemistry and worked as a patent attorney until his retirement in late 2005.  He attended Birkbeck College as a part-time student of philosophy, gaining a B.A. in 2003 and an M.A. in 2006.  For the latter, he studied logic & metaphysics, philosophy of science and political philosophy, and wrote a dissertation on the laws of nature.  He was awarded the Philosophical Society’s Chadwick Prize for 2007
Application Form

Please send in applications as soon as possible.  Closing date:  xxxxxxxx.  If you apply after that date, it may not be possible to order catering in time. Please DO NOT turn up without notification unless you are prepared to forego coffees, teas and lunch!  Prices include VAT which we forgot last year and paid from philsoc funds. 

Philosophical Society:  Why should we be good?
Sunday, 8 June 2008
Name(s)  …………………………………………….. 


Address  …………………………………………………………………..
 

……………………………………………………………………………. 


………………….…………………………………………………………

Postcode ………………………………..


Daytime Tel: …………………………….     Email………………………………………………


(Your application will be acknowledged by email if you have it)

Evening Tel:……………………………. 

Please circle appropriate choice(s):





      Members

   Non-Members                                                  
Cost inc tea, coffee              
      £12



£17

Set lunch

                   £10





Baguette lunch                                  £2.50 

B&B   (Saturday night)
                   £40 per person (single ensuite)

      £28 per person for 2 sharing a twin room (find your own sharer)

Vegetarian meal?

      YES / NO

Total enc.                                               £……

Please make cheques payable to “The Philosophical Society”.  

(We are sorry that the Society is unable to process credit cards.)

Please return this form with your cheque to: 

Eileen Walker, 

Treasurer, The Philosophical Society

28 Hazlemere View

Hazlemere

Bucks   HP15 7BY      Phone: 01494  718192   Email: emwalker@onetel.net.uk 

